
Domestic Violence and Housing Technical Assistance Consortium 
www.safehousingpartnerships.org

DVHTAC COVID-19 Special Topic 
Series:
.

Landlord Engagement: Partnering to 
Safely House DV & SV Survivors

August 27, 2020
Presenters
Lee Heflebower, Nebraska Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic 
Violence
Jason Feldhaus, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation
Daniela McDonald, HopeWorks of Howard County

Moderators
Kathy Moore, NRCDV
Jill Robertson, CS
Debbie Fox, NNEDV

https://www.nebraskacoalition.org/
https://www.nebraskachildren.org/
https://wearehopeworks.org/
https://nrcdv.org/
https://collaborative-solutions.net/
https://nnedv.org/


Domestic Violence and Housing Technical Assistance Consortium 
www.safehousingpartnerships.org

DV & Housing TA Consortium (DVHTAC) 
Federal Partners

• Family Violence Prevention & Services Program/HHS
• Office on Violence Against Women/DOJ
• Office for Victims of Crime/DOJ
• Office of Special Needs Assistance Programs/HUD
• US Interagency Council on Homelessness 

Technical Assistance Providers
• National Alliance for Safe Housing (NASH)
• Collaborative Solutions, Inc. (CSI)
• National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV)
• National Resource Center on Domestic Violence (NRCDV)
• National Sexual Violence Resource Center (NSVRC)
• Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH)
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The Intersections Between Domestic & Sexual 
Violence, Racism and Homelessness



Domestic Violence and Housing Technical Assistance Consortium 
www.safehousingpartnerships.org

COVID-19, Housing, and Racial Equity
• Black people are dying at a rate more 

than 1.5 times higher than their 
population share

• Many states are effectively erasing 
Native Americans from data sets by 
classifying them as “other” – where 
tracked, states have found severely 
disparate rates of infection or death

• Research suggests racial residential 
segregation is a fundamental cause of 
health disparities



Domestic Violence and Housing Technical Assistance Consortium 
www.safehousingpartnerships.org

COVID-19, Housing, and Racial Equity 
(continued) • Communities of color disproptionately 

live in neighborhoods further from 
grocery stores & medical facilities due 
to historical racial discrimination & red-
lining in housing policies

• Many people of color live in federally 
assisted housing, including public 
housing & Section 8 programs, that are 
often in segregated neighborhoods 
with less investments

• Challenges are exacerbated for 
people of color living in rural 
communities, being counties away 
from facilities & service agencies
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Lee Heflebower 
LeeH@nebraskacoalition.org
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Nebraska Domestic & Sexual Violence 
Program Network
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Barriers to Housing in Rural 
Nebraska

• Housing inventory
• Affordability
• Low vacancy rates
• Aging, substandard stock
• Lack of accessible units

• Needs of survivors
• Relocation issues
• Transportation
• Safety/ anonymity 
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Landlord Engagement 
Initiatives

• Urban CoCs
• Landlord Summits
• Landlord awards
• Systems-wide outreach

• Nebraska Investment Finance 
Authority (NIFA)
• Property manager educational 

series
• Outreach to PHAs

• Housing programs outreach
• Population-specific
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Statewide Partnership Helping 
Survivors

• Playbooks including Domestic 
Violence

• Community Response
• Youth Homelessness Demonstration 

Project
• Housing Navigator Project
• And more…
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Jason Feldhaus 
jfeldhaus@nebraskachildren.org
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Daniela McDonald
dmcdonald@wearehopeworks.org
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Discussion / Questions
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Questions and Discussion
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•Safe Housing Partnerships: 
https://safehousingpartnerships.org/news/

•NASH: DV and Housing-Related Coronavirus Resources

•NNEDV: COVID-19: Coalition Guidance for Programs by the 
National Network to End Domestic Violence

•NRCDV: Preventing & Managing the Spread of COVID-19 Within 
Domestic Violence Programs

•NSVRC: Resources for COVID-19 Response

•CSI: HUD and DV Resources -COVID-19

Consortium COVID-19 Resources

https://safehousingpartnerships.org/news/
https://safehousingpartnerships.us4.list-manage.com/track/click%3Fu=fbe0aa58df871a5ba7f0190cd&id=f015fdc1d0&e=a6423bf94a
https://safehousingpartnerships.us4.list-manage.com/track/click%3Fu=fbe0aa58df871a5ba7f0190cd&id=d75313a7e0&e=a6423bf94a
https://safehousingpartnerships.us4.list-manage.com/track/click%3Fu=fbe0aa58df871a5ba7f0190cd&id=8655f3adef&e=a6423bf94a
https://safehousingpartnerships.us4.list-manage.com/track/click%3Fu=fbe0aa58df871a5ba7f0190cd&id=1e4de6efe2&e=a6423bf94a
https://csi.elevate.commpartners.com/COVID-19
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This project was supported by Grant No. 2018-SI-AX-K005 awarded by 
the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The 
opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this 

publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.


